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Project Objectives

®» (Conduct an independent, statistically valid
community survey

» Assess and “track” constituent views on their
current service priorities

®» Determine constituent interest—if any—in local
revenue solutions

» Prepare Final Report of survey findings
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Methodology

350 interviews of randomly selected respondents
Conducted August 6-15, 2015

Landlines and cell phones

Margin of Error: +/- 5.2% for full sample

Some questions tracked to City of Hemet 2008
survey
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The City’s public safety agencies continue to enjoy
excellent job ratings.

BMExc. EGood EFair MPoor EDK/NA Exc./ Fair/
Good Poor
2015 46% |8% 6% 82% 12%
The Hemet
Fire Department
2008 49% 9%| 87% 11%
2015 47% 14% 6% 72% 22%
The Hemet
Police Department
2008 48% 17% 75% 23%
OI% ZCI)% 4(I)% 6(I)% 8(IJ% 1 OIO%
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RN Please tell me if you feel that organization is doing an excellent job, a good job, a fair job or a poor job.
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Crime and public safety are seen as the
most serious problems in the City.

Ext./
MExt. Ser. @Very Ser. HENot Too Much Of A Prob. ENot A Prob. EDK/NA Very Ser.
The number of sex offenders and other T ORIC
parolees released into our community 42% M 87%
early from state prisons
Gang members and drug dealers coming
into Hemet from L.A. communities to 43% 6% 7 83%
commit crimes
"Crime in general 47% | 12%'] 81%
“Vandalism 46% I 18% 7%' 72%
"Personal safety in Hemet 43% | 19% IIH ‘ 67%
State budget cuts to City programs and . ‘ o e o ‘
e 42% 13% 24 15% 66%
Feeling safe in the City 35% I 17% B I 63%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
I am going to read you a few issues some people in Hemet have mentioned. Please tell me whether you think it is

Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates — FM3 an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, not too much of a problem, or not a problem at all in
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Issues related to the process of City government and
taxes are seen as much smaller problems.

Ext./
BExt. Ser. @Very Ser. ENot Too Much Of A Prob. ENot A Prob. EDK/NA Very Ser.
Problem
Feeling safe at night in the City 39% ‘ 20% MKV I 63%
"The potential for the City to . ‘ . . . .
declare bankruptcy g 7% M 63%

"Continuing the City’s current policy of
operating a local police department

35% ‘11% 20% 60%

Continuing Fhe City’s cqrrent policy of 34% 13% B} 59%
operating a local fire department

Waste and inefficiency in local 37% 20% 14% ‘ 58%
government

The size of City retirement benefits
and pensions

31% | 15% 30% ‘ 48%

18% 37%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The amount of local taxes people have to

pay for City services 25% ‘ 31%

| am going to read you a few issues some people in Hemet have mentioned. Please tell me whether you think it is
an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, not too much of a problem, or not a problem at all in
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Respondents feel strongly they do not want any
cuts to public safety services.

BmNo Cuts [ESome Cuts MLarge Cuts EDK/NA

911 paramedic services 88%
Police and fire protection 88%

911 emergency response 83%

Police and fire departments 82% |
The number of sworn police officers 80% 11% [5%
Police and firefighting equipment 78% 14% W5%
Public safety 77% 17% W
911 medical response 77% 16%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The City of Hemet has a budget deficit of $5 million per year. If the Cict)/ is unable to close that budget gap, it will be
forced to make tough decisions on what services to cut to balance its budget. Now, | am going to mention some of the
services the City provides its residents. Please tell me whether you think lar[ge cuts should be made to that service in

order to balance the budget, just some cuts should be made, or no cuts at all should be made to that service to

balance the City budget. 8
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Continued

BmNo Cuts [ESome Cuts MLarge Cuts EDK/NA

Police anti-drug units 75%

Police anti-gang units 75% 16% [
Services for seniors 71%

Tracking sex offenders and parolees 70%

Programs to protect the local drinking
water supply

70% 17% B

Operating five local fire stations 63% 25% EA7%
Sex crime and human trafficking » I
prevention and enforcement programs 63% % i
Pothole and street repairs 60% 33% [

OI% Z(I)% 4(I)% 6(I)% 8(I)% 1 OIO%

If the City is unable to close that budget gap, it will be forced to make tough decisions on what services to cut to
balance its budget. Now, | am going to mention some of the services the City provides its residents. Please tell me
Fairbank Maslin. Maullin. Metz & Associates — FM3 whether you think large cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget, just some cuts should be

' ' ’ made, or no cuts at all should be made to that service to balance the City budget.
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Respondents perceive an overwhelming need for
additional funding to provide City services.

In your personal opinion, do you think there is a great need, some need,
a little need, or no real need for additional funds to provide the level of
City services that Hemet residents need and want?

Total
Great need | RN > | Great/Some

Some need |23% N7<-:-2<:::/d
()
Total
Little need 6% Little/No

No real need -12% Rea1|8I:l)/eed

Don't know I 10%

0% 20% 40% 60%
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The survey tested multiple revenue options. Initially
respondents were asked about one of the following
two options for a Public Safety Measure:

f"/Hemet Police and Fire Community Safety Measure

“To maintain and improve local public safety services including,
Police, Fire, Paramedics, 911 emergency response,
homelessness/vandalism/graffiti reduction, rapid response to gang
violence/ robberies/burglaries, and restore anti-gang/drug units;
shall the City of Hemet establish a annual
audits, and all funds required by law to be spent for City of Hemet
police and fire department services only?”

« Option A: 6.8% utility users’ tax, for 10 years only, with
low-income seniors’ exemptions,

\Option B: 1% sales tax (1 cent), for 10 years only with

Q4 & Q6.




Only the public safety sales tax tests above the
2/3 threshold for passage on the initial ballot ask.

plon- Option B -
6.8% UUT 1% Sales Tax
vefinitely ves [ 5% || Totar | N +5* || Total
Probably yes 25% 60%|| Yes 26 75% || Yes
Undecided, lean yes []|3% 63% ] 2% J 77%
Undecided, lean no | 0% = Total 1% N Total
Probably no 6% No 5% No
Definitely no 19% | 25% 12% | 18%
Undecided I 12% 5%
0% Z(I)% 4(I)% 6(I)% OI% 2(I)% 4(I)% 6(I)%
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If the election were held today, would you vote “Yes” in favor of this measure or “No” to oppose it?



The survey also tested a “general purpose” measure

/ Hemet Police/Fire/Vital City Services Measure

“To maintain and improve public safety and other essential
general governmental services, including without limitation:
Police/Fire/Paramedics/911 emergency response services,
homelessness/ vandalism/graffiti reduction, rapid response
to gang violence/robberies/burglaries; streets/potholes
repair; library services, and programs attracting/retaining
local businesses/jobs; shall the City of Hemet establish a 1%
sales tax (1 cent), for 10 years, requiring annual audits and
all funds be spent locally?” /




The general purpose sales tax also

tested well above its simple majority vote
threshold.

Definitely yes ‘_ 40% | |Total

Probably yes 19% 99%|| Yes
Undecided, lean yes [ |2% 62%

—

Undecided, lean no 2% Total

8% No
21%| 31%

Undecided I 8%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Probably no
Definitely no
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If the election were held today, would you vote “Yes” in favor of this measure or “No” to oppose it?
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Accountability provisions were important to

respondents.
Total Total

More Less
B Much More Lkly. ESmwt. More Lkly. ESmwt. Less Lkly. BMuch Less Lkly. @No Diff. EDK/NA Lkly, Lkly,

All funds raised by the measure would

(ol 70 o o
be required to be used only in Hemet 7% 4 81% 9%

68% 13%

17% 79% 8%

4 11%18%| 71% 10%

74 8% |5

2

It requires annual financial audits

All funds raised by the measure would
be required by law to be used for City
of Hemet police and fire department
services only

71% 15%

o
=)

*Low-income seniors would be exempt
from the utility users’ tax

It requires independent citizens

oversight of all expenditures 3% 16%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The requirements of the Hemet Police and Fire Community Safety Measure we have been drscussmg have not been
finalized. Would you be more likely or less likely to support this measure if
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The Public Safety Sales Tax carries across genders.

Initial Vote on one-cent Public Safety Sales Tax by Gender

B Total Yes HETotal No EUndecided

100% -

o9
o
(%)
80% -
60% -
40% A
N
20% A \? S \o
PN N
ol ] |
Women
(% of
Sample) (44%) (56%)
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Members of all parties support the Public Safety Sales
Tax Measure above the 2/3’s threshold.

Initial Vote on one-cent Public Safety Sales Tax by Party

HETotal Yes HETotal No EUndecided
100% -

o®

~

% 3 &
80% - N N

60% -

40% -
o9
T~

oL ~
o ™~
20% —

o9

O g}o L?}C’
0% -
Democrats Independents Republicans
(% of
Sample) (32%) (17%) (51%)
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If the election were held today, would you vote “Yes” in favor of this measure or “No” to oppose it?
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The Public Safety Measures carries across all age
groups.

Initial Vote on one-cent Public Safety Sales Tax by Age

B Total Yes HTotal No EUndecided

100% -
N 5¢
80% - '\ IE.

60% -

40% A
o9
S &)
20% A \Y A
SQ
\O
0% -
18-49 50-64
(% of
Sample) (11%) (20%) (69%)
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Support is high from both homeowners and rentets.

Initial Vote on one-cent Public Safety Sales Tax by
Homeownership

B Total Yes HETotal No EUndecided

100% 1
80% -
60% -
40% -

20% -
oo
o9 S

0% -

- Total Homeowners Renters
0 O

Sample) (80%) (17%)
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If the election were held today, would you vote “Yes” in favor of this measure or “No” to oppose it?
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Perception of the need for additional funding is
sttongly correlated with support for the measure.

Initial Vote on one-cent Public Safety Sales Tax by Need For
Additional Funding

N HETotal Yes HETotal No EUndecided
100% - &’

80% -
60% -
40% -

20% A

0% -

Great Need Some Need Little/ Don't Know
No Real Need
(% of
Sample) (49%) (23%) (18%) (9%)
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Additional Information
Presented to Constituents

The survey also asked constituents to respond to
information that is typically provided by those who
wish to support and oppose local revenue ballot
measures, including concerns about the size and
scope of the measure.
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The Public Safety Sales Tax is consistently above the
2/3s requirement threshold throughout the survey.

6.8% UUT

First Ask Second Ask Third Ask First Ask Second Ask Third Ask
90%
77% EQA
o 71% L 75%
63% Tk 61% gl 7
Total Yes —m S 66.7%
L 60%
- 45%
T 30%
Total No 25% 6A/ 23% - 30%
18%
15%
Undecided 12% f 9 s j/ L 15%
— /% 5% 5% 6%
L 0%
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Conclusions

» (City of Hemet residents overwhelmingly believe the City
needs additional funding

» (Constituents are most concerned about their public safety,
and are opposed to any cuts to those services

» (Constituents strongly support the concept of local, voter-
approved funding specifically dedicated to public safety
levels, at percentages as high as 80%

» However, before making any decisions to place such a
measure before the community, the City should consider
what safety items or services such a measure would fund,
and include fiscal accountability provisions

®» Additional community input and engagement should occur
before any final decision is made to proceed.
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For more information, contact:

Fairbank, FM3
Maslin,

Maullin, 12100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 350
Metz & Los Angeles, CA 90025
: Phone (310) 828-1183
AN Fax (310) 453-6562
FM3

John@FM3research.com
Adam@FM3research.com

The Lew Edwards Group

Public Opinion Research
& Strategy

T H E 5454 Broadway

16;; Oakland, CA 94618
LE P.O. Box 21215
EDWARDS

Oakland, CA 94620
Phone (510) 594-0224
Fax (510) 420-0734
info@lewedwardsgroup.com

G ROUP



